Inheritance of Fuchs' combined dystrophy.
The inheritance pattern of Fuchs' combined corneal dystrophy is not confirmed. Published pedigrees fail to demonstrate a 50% segregation and sex ratio. They include no more than two generations of affected individuals and indicate a strong, female predilection. The pedigree we will present shows 16 affected persons in four generations. The ratio of affected to unaffected and men to women is 1:1. Penetrance is apparently 100%. Nine of the affected are under 50 years of age; four are subteen age. Light and electron micrographs of corneal tissue from three patients in three different generations are consistent with the diagnosis of Fuchs' dystrophy. Fuchs' dystrophy can therefore be established as a classic autosomal dominant pattern.